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the indigenous plant ; the foot to be im- 
mersed in hot water for an hour, and 
afterwards to be covered with tobacco I
cataplasms. Enemata of the herb were
also ordered ; but although they produced
extreme nausea, vomiting, and exhaustion,
every time they were used, the spasms
returned with renewed severity, and a
general convulsion terminated his suffer-

ings exactly forty hours from the time the
symptoms were first observed."

TRISMUS NASCENTIUM.&mdash;Mr. Maxwell
has several excellent practical ohserva-
tions on this disease, in which careful

post-mortem examinations were made.
We present a summary of his views in the
follpwing extracts :-

’r’The disease," he says, " was much
more frequent amongst negro infants a few
years ago than it is now. From observa-
tions that I have made for a series of

years, as accurately as circumstances
would allow, I found that the depopu- I
lating influence of trismus nascentium
was not less than twenty-five per cent. 
It scarcely has a parallel within the bills I
of mortality. All our resources lay in the
prevention, and not in the cure of this

spasmodic affection. From what I have
observed of infantile tetanus, it appears
to me to be purely of that traumatic spe-
cies which succeeds to wounds, aided by
some peculiar state of the system. Many
ridicule the idea that trismus originates
from irritation, produced from improper
treatment of the navel ; but careful ob-
servers will soon recognise the leading
features of this disease, to be exactly
similar to those of traumatic tetanus, and
they will also soon perceive that both dis-
eases arise from neglected wounds."
He concludes his paper on tetanus

and trismus by the following remarks
on the pathological cause of those dis..
eases : - "The principal pathological ap-
pearances observed in all the cases re-
lated, whether in adults or infants, bear a
striking similarity to each other; and all
evince in the most unequivocal manner 
the unequal distribution of the blood and
its concentration on those parts which are
most essential to life. There can be no
doubt that the fons et origo 1nali is prima-
rily generated in the wound itself, as it
uniformlv exhibits alterations from the

healthy state previous to the induction of
spasm. This is so well known to negro-
midwives, that they frequently prognos-
ticate with precision whether trismus, or
’ big-sick’ as they call it, will follow from
the altered state of the navel."

MATURITY OF THE VACCINE PUSTULE.
’&mdash;Dr. Bancroft has communicated (from a

friend) a useful paper, which was read
before the College of Physicians and
Surgeons of Jamaica, on vaccination We
extract the following :-" Much experience
has convinced me, that it is an error to

suppose, that when the vaccine pustule
does not arrive at maturity by the eighth
or ninth day, it will not succeed. Some

years ago, when no cow-pock matter was
to be had where I then resided, I obtained
a little within two glasses, from a very
distant quarter, with which I vaccinated
a child two years old. The pustule, how-
ever, did not begin to rise for eleven days,
and took fifteen days to ripen. From this
child I nevertheless vaccinated others, and
from these many more, supplying the pro-
fession at the same time with matter, so

that a very considerable number of chil-
dren was then vaccinated with lymph
that had no other origin than the slow
pustule of fifteen days’ growth, as just
mentioned : yet when the small-pox sub-
sequently appeared there, the children so
vaccinated escaped it wholly."
With this we close our extracts. There

are some other original papers in the

number, but they are less of a profes-
sional character. We see amongst the
" news that the practitioners of Jamaica
are beginning to abandon the practice, as a
remuneration for their professional ser-

vices, of charging for the medicines sup-
plied, as a custom which is " unworthy of
an enlightened age, and a respectable body
of men." A scale of fees has been pro
mulgated by some of them, but as the items
are too high for this quarter of the world,
it does not afford a model which may be

usefully set before their brethren in Eng-
land.

THE LANCET.

London, Saturday, April 11, 1835.

JAMAICA PHYS. JOUR.-CHANGE IN THE MINISTRY.

The announcement of a change of mi-
nisters will be hailed with satisfaction by
every practitioner in the empire who is

desirous that the cause of medical reform

should be speedily carried forward to a
successful result. Whatever may have

been the promises of support which the
corruptionists received from the Peel Ad-
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ministration, it is quite certain that soon WARBURTON is not a man who is easily
after the installation of that ministry, deterred from pursuing a labour, the per-
great were the rejoicings which resounded formance of which he is of opinion would
through the halls of our medical Colleges be productive of general benefit; and he
and the feasting committee rooms of our is not less remarkable for exercising a
endowed hospitals. We knew from the calm and steady judgment on every
first that no ministry, whatever might be question that is brought under his no-

its predilections for the abuses of ancient tice. On the delivery, then, of the meagre
institutions, could defeat, even if it had tale of promises in the King’s speech,
the power to retard, the consummation wherein not a single reference was made
of that object which the medical re- to university or collegiate abuses, he no
formers had long held in view; and we doubt considered, with the mass of re-

knew, moreover, that it was impossible formers in the House of Commons, that
that a renewed assertion of the oligar- the first and only object to be acconipltsli-
chical principles which have so long dis- ed in that house, was the ousting, from
graced the institutions of this country, power and authority, of men who for

however plausible may have been the years had been the avowed and deter-

pretexts for attempting their enforcement mined champions of abuse. Thus all the

at the existing epoch of our country, great questions have up to this hour been _

could ultimately be successful. The ad- kept in a state of abeyance, with the ex.
vancement of knowledge amongst the ception of that great national enormity
mass of the community has given a force in Ireland, the votes on which have just
to the current of improvement, which will hurled the anti-reformers from their

countervail every attempt that may be offices,-we trust, for ever.
made by the bands of corruptionists to It is almost unnecessary, then, for us to

prevent the purifying stream of reform announce that no step whatever has been

from flowing steadily through all our in- taken in relation to medical affairs during ’

stitutions, until the whole of the abuses the few weeks that the present session

by which their character has been dis- has existed. Of course, therefore, " no

graced, and their utility nullified, are Bill" has been prepared with a view to

swept away. the reconstruction of the statutes relating
From the communications of corre- to the practice of medicine, and up to this

spondents, and from statements in the time not even a report has been made to

newspapers, we find that many erroneous Parliament, founded on the medical evi-

opinions are in existence relative to the dence which was taken by the Select

present position of the inquiry which was Committee during the last session. Even

conducted last session before the Parlia- an analysis of the evidence has not been
mcntary Committee. By some it has effected, so as to enable the chairman of
been thought that the investigation was the Committee to determine whether any
still continued ; by others it is considered, additional testimony would be required to
that the inquiry has been abandoned; and elucidate points that may yet be involved
not a few believe that a Bill has already in obscurity. The paragraphs, therefore,
been prepared by Mr. WARBURTON, and which have appeared on these subjects in
that that gentleman is about to submit the newspapers, and in the pages of some

such a document to the consideration of of our contemporaries, are the effusions
the legislature. No just ground has ever of persons whose desire to create false

existed for any of these conjectures. Mr’ notices, and commit other species of mis-
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chief, far exceeds their ability to accom-
plish such designs.*
As the inquiry before Parliament was

commenced and prosecuted on the broadest

possible basis, embracing as it did the

three great divisions of the kingdom, the
law which must ultimately be founded on
the evidence adduced in that investiga-
tion will, necessarily, be extensive in its (
scheme, and as liberal in principle as the
enlightened spirit of the age demands.

Should it fail to establish a scientific mode

of treating disease, to promulgate an

energetic and effectual mode of conduct-ing medical education, and to confer upon
all qualified medical practitioners an uni-
formity of medical title as the acknowledg-
ment of the right to practise, we know 

* The following are specimens of those 
paragraphs :-

" According to Mr. Warburton’s Bill 
for the regulation of apothecaries, the
latter are not to be allowed to compound
medicines, but will be entitled toreceive
ten-shilling fees, or as low as five shil-
lings, if they think fit, for each visit. The 
medicines they prescribe are to be pro- fvided and compounded by chemists, who, 
previous to so doing, must undergo a rigid I
examination to show that they are duly
qualified:’-Globe, Times, and Flerald.

" Mr. Warburton’s Bill for the regula-
tion of Apothecaries provides that they
shall not compound medicine, but be en- I
titled to a fee of ten shillings, or five shil-
lings, if willing to take the latter, and the
medicines which they prescribe must be
had at the chemist’s. It also provides
that all chemists must undergo a strict
examination before they are allowed to
vend or compound medicines. The Bill,
in fact, considers apothecaries minor

physicians, who take moderate fees, but
it is believed they would rather remain as
they are. The alteration would be advan-
tageous to the chemists, for there are few
of them who could not undergo the ex-
amination that may be required."&mdash;Ad-
vertiser.

" The Col’ege of Apothecaries is about
to be united with Physicians’ Hall, and a
clause will be introduced into the new
medical Act, on the recommendation of
Mr. Halford, equalizing the fees of physi-
cians and general practitioners. Surgeons’
Hall will be wholly abolished, or suffered
to go to natural decay."&mdash;Country Paper.

that it would altogether fail of giving sa-
tisfaction to the profession, or to any of
the other well-informed members of the

community. At last, from the free ex-

posure which has been made of the abuses
that exist in our colleges and haspitals,-
the public take a very deep interest in the

satisfactory ’settlement of the question of

medical reform, and the opinion enter-tained by the nation must operate with
considerable effect in both houses of the

legislature. If we mistake not, the exe-

cutive government about to be appointed,

will aid Mr. WARBURTON and the MedicalCommittee in prosecuting their labours to
a triumphant result. What, we ask, are
the feelings or interests of a few petti-
fogging, conceited, avaricious corporators,

when compared with the interests of the
public in the due maintenance of the

public health ? Besides, as we have often

stated, medicine, taken as a branch of

general education, is one of the most in-

structive and mind-expanding sciences

which can be submitted to the grasp of
the human understanding. Infinitely

above all others does it communicate to

us a knowledge of our own nature, and

thus, morally as well as physically, does
it furnish to the supreme government,
aids which cannot be furnished by any
other source of knowledge whatever.

Those persons, therefore, who limit their
view of medical reform to the correction

of the anomalies that exist in medical

titles-the inequalities of medical privi-
leges, the irregularities in medical charges
- treat the subject very unjustly, and
without reference to its actual compre-

hensiveness, utility, or dignity.
But of this the public and the profession

may rest assured, that neither false no-

tions on the one hand, nor corrupt designs
on the other, will prevent the Medical
Committee of the House of Commons

from discharging in the most satisfactory
manner its duty to the nation. Under
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such promising circumstances, then, let therefore, need not be quoted to stimulate
us hope that silly reports about "Bills" " our professional brethren to promote, with
and "Apothecaries’ Fees," will not deter additional eagerness, those measures which
medical reformers from forwarding to the are calculated to improve their anomalous
Chairman of the Committee, accounts of condition in the ranks of the community.
whatever abuses they may know from But there has been presented to our

their own experience to exist. At the notice an instance of this ignorance which
same time the past conduct of the Com- has a shade of strangeness in it, because
mittee must present to the mind of every the paragraph appears in a journal which
honourable man a sufficient guarantee makes pretensions, as a correspondent
that no measure will be proposed, that informs us, though he has concealed its
no Bill will be framed, that is calculated name, to rank in the class of medical

to interfere with, or injure in the slight-. works. To tell the truth, however, we are
est degree, the established rights or vested never surprised at any thing which ap.
interests of private practitioners of medi- pears amongst the controversial articles of
cine. our contemporaries; for deviations from

everyprinciple of consistency, and breaches
THE ignorance of the non-medical portion of every thing that is correct in fact and

of the press as to the condition, arrange- reasoning, are too often to be found in

ments, and government of the profession, those portions of their contents. Such,
would be very remarkable, were it not at least, used to be the case. Latterly
true that the profession is, in these re- they may have mended. The instance

spects, the most medley and intricate in- in question we shall give almost without
stitution in existence. We cannot for a comment, for this example, and the three
moment wonder at the gross blunders and quoted in a note to our preceding article,
absurdities occasionally perpetrated in the are equal of themselves to a volume of

public prints with regard to the variety, remark on the state of a profession which

classes, and regulations of the profession can innocently breed such paragraphs.
and its corporations, when we recollect We said the other day, with reference
that a body of individuals whose educa- to the correspondence which has lately
tion, government, and pursuits, should passed between Mr. BARNETT, of Farring-
spring from and be guided by the ordi- don, and the Poor-Law Commissioners,-
nances of one central institution, creating 

"ln removing the objection of which"In removing the objection of which
one simple and single class in society, [Mr. Barnett complains, that gentleman
takes its origin, titles, and complexions’ may imagine, possibly, that the commis-
from no less than sixteen distinct corpora- sioriers have rendered justice to medicalpractitioners generally throughout Eng-
tions and assemblies. We do not wonder, land and Wales, but the commissioners
then, that our contemporaries in other ! will soon hear to the contrary from those

practitioners who belong neither to the Col-
departments of literature pen such extra- lege of Surgeons in London, nor to the

vagant nonsense as occasionally falls from Apothecaries’ Company in Bridge-street."
them when discussing medical affairs. We 

veYed that 
This plain passage was made the subjectonly laugh at it; or are simply vexed that 

of the following comment in the journalour position in society is so confused as to 

engender such ridielilous mistakes and alluded to by our correspondent;-engender such ridiculous mistakes and 

misapprehensions amongst the rest of the ,Now, if by the practitioners who

community. Instances of these must con- neither ’belong to the College of Sur-
stantly meet the eyes of our readers, and, geons in London, nor the Apothecaries.
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Company in Bridge-street,’ THE LANCET They died without the pain of witnessing
means such as are possessed of no diploma the consummation of medical reform.
or license from any acereditpd source, but
who are entitled to practise from having By the decease of these gentlemen, the
done so prior to 1815, we say that they College of Physicians has sustained what
must be," &c. &c. 

is regarded amongst the Fellows as an

"If THE LANCET means!" Aye, "if’’ irreparable loss. The College had se-

indeed ! It is obvious to the meanest ca- lected them as its champions in the op-
pacity that this precious commentator is position to a reform in medicine, and
so little familiar with the extent and ma- the President and Fellows have long been
triculation of the members of the British accustomed to talk of Dr. MATON as their
medical profession, that he had not, when future president. In private life we are

scribbling this morsel of "leader," the told that Dr. M. made himself a remarkably
most distant knowledge, or the smallest agreeable companion, and had he not en-
glimmering of recollection of the fact, tertained immoveable prejudices against
that a very great portion of the practi- the body of Licentiates, and regarded all
tioners of medicine in England and Wales other of his professional brethren who
consists of Graduates of the Universities oj were beyond the pale of the College with
Edinburgh and Dublin, and Members of the supreme contempt, he might, it was said,
Irish and Scotch Colleges, who belong have communicated with advantage a large
" neither to the College of Surgeons in share of that kind of knowledge which
London, nor to the Apothecaries’ Com- falls to the lot of all professional men of
"pany in Bridge-street," and whom the protracted experience.
commentator either does not know to A biographical notice of Sir GEORGE
have any existence at all, or ranks TUTHILL has been forwarded to us by a
amongst the "half-nurtured and ignorant correspondent, which we here condense :
"practitioners in our rural districts," 
whose " admission into ofhce," as we 

Sir George Tuthill died on the 7th inst.,
whose admission into office," as we at his residence in Cavendish Square.
learn he a fortnight afterwards stated Ten days before his death, he was at-

that he had deprecated " IN OPPOSITION tacked with cynanche tonsillaris and in-flammation of the larynx, for which he
TO HIS CONTEMPORARY 

" THE LANCET! was attended by Drs. Warren and Wat-
son. Sir Henry Halford and Mr. Law-
rence were subsequently called in, and on
Tuesday at noon, at Sir George’s own re-
quest, tracheotomy was attempted as a

Dr. MATON and Sir GEORGE TUTHILL last hope. So great, however, was his

have departed this life,-each within a debility, that it was not deemed expedient
to puncture the windpipe, and he expiredshort period of the decease of his brother at at two o’clock.

physician, each equally celebrated for " He was for many years physician to
the degree of professional fame he had Bethlehem and Westminster Hospitals,

and was highly esteemed among his col-managed to acquire without enlarging the leagues. He was a skilful practitioner of
bounds of medical science, and each some- the old school, but of late years more par-
what distinguished for the bitter enmity ticularly devoted himself to diseases of the

brain, whence his name was generally in-
which he cherished against the advance- cluded in the commissions de lunatico in-

ment of that science, by any alteration, in quirendo. His entrance upon practice
was considerably delayed by the followingthe laws and governance of the profession, circumstance. Ilaving graduated at Cam-

which was calculated to detract from the bridge, he proceeded to Paris with his

false rank and substantial gains of him- wife, just M the commencement of thewar with France, and was consequentlyself and his fellow monopolists in the included among the detenus at that period.
medical Colleges. Peace to their manes. After several years of confinement his
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companion in misfortune was recom-

mended to appeal to the First Consul’s

generosity for release. Accordingly, sup-
plied with a memorial, she encountered

Napoleon on his return from hunting, and
respectfully presented her petition. The
result was a gallant compliment, and com-
pliance with the request, and in a few
days they left France.

Mr. CLTRT19, who, we supposed, had
rung every possible change, as an author,
on the sight and hearing as subjects of
discussion,-who has issued works on the
Ear and the Eye, and the Eye and the
Ear, on the Blind and the Deaf, on the
Dumb and the Blind, and on the Dumb,
Deaf, and Blind, until no further involti-
tion of the visual and auditory organs
and their diseases seemed capable of in-
vention, for a title,&mdash;Mr. Curtis has pro-
duced one more variation of his fa-
vourite terms, and has issued a "Sy-
noptical Chart of Diseases of the Ear,
showing at one view*, their order, clas-
sification, seat, symptoms, causes, and

treatment." The chart is beautifully
printed, and is surrounded with a border i,
as fine as fancy could make it, and we 
have no doubt that it will assist to en-
hance the great fame which Mr. Curtis
has already acquired by the unwearied
industry with which he has kept his name
as an aurist and an oculist before the pub-
lic ; but this, in honesty, is the only light
in which we can regard the production.
Its contents, however, are cleverly put
together. 

CORRESPONDENTS.

At the express wish of Mr. Perry we
pass judgment on some of his "Peri-yiaaa
Pens." Metallic pens are objectionable
to those who wrice much, from this fault, ’,
that generally they will not mark at all. I
The last "patent" of Mr. Perry partly re-
medies this important deficiency. The pens
he has sent us expend their ink, and glide
on paper, almost as fluently as quills.
For rapid writing, however, nothing equals
the quill.
The fictions of S. I. have not deceived

* This recommendation in literary pt’ofhictious
always reminds its of the showman’s cry &mdash;" All to
be seen the moment your enter! No one kept
waiting a minute! .

1 us. What is the object of the shallow
inventor ?

; To our friend G. R. we observe in this
place that we think Mr. -- entitled by all
the laws of Editorial courtesy to protection against
the severe remarks of Mr. E. Moreover, their in.

sertion would entail upon n5 a reply, and then most

I,robably 
a rejoimler. and then a second reply, to

the advantage of no party, and the correction of no
puulic abn,e.
t .4fr. Humphrey.&mdash;It is not likely that
one of the eauterincg instruments is yet to be seen
in London. Most prob.)biy the description will
lead to the manufacture of some for trial in Eng-
land, if none be imported.
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ERRATUM.ERRATUM.&mdash;In leader last week, page
18, line 21,for partial charges read partial
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